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I'm Marc Steiner, we're here at the Algebra Project and with the students of the Algebra Project, a group
in this town that does academic work, but also is very politically involved and fights for the rights of their
fellow students and their school system. We're here to talk with three of the students with the Algebra
Project: Stephanie, Greg, and Raleek.

It's fair to say that you guys are really politically involved, aren’t you? You get involved in a lot
of the issues. How does that work here?

The Algebra Project is a non-profit organization. It's basically, like, a job for teenagers to keep them off
the street, where they tutor their peers and children in lower grades, I think from 6 through 12, in math
and literacy. But, the Baltimore Algebra Project has a second part which is the Advocacy committee that
fights for student rights, because Baltimore City in the whole of Maryland is like criminally underfunded, as
far as school funding and the state school system. So, the Advocacy committee was formed because the
schools were just underfunded to the point where students were sharing books, learning in oversized
classrooms, schools not being able to pay teachers, teachers being laid off or fired, school programs being
cut off. Things of that nature, and the advocacy committee was formed.

Where do you go to school?

I go to school at Heritage High School.

And where do you go to school?

Baltimore Poly Technical Institute.

Oh, you’re a Poly Student? What year are you in Poly?

2010. I graduate in two years.

She’s a sophomore.

She’s a sophomore, you said that earlier. And where do you go?

I go to Baltimore Poly Technical Institute.

So, when you all, you’ve been watching the news, you saw what happened with-

With the student?

Yes. Not just with the student- the student who beat up a teacher, and then the students
reacting, and the whole question of violence in schools. And I'm curious, from a student’s
perspective, especially since you all go to different schools, what was your initial reaction when
you first heard the news?

I was appalled. I don’t- I was upset. I don't think a teacher should be put in a position where they should
be scared to go to work because they know that a student is gonna beat them up. So, I was pretty upset
about it.

Did you all have the same feeling, or different feelings about it?

Well, T wasn't too shocked. Um, I go to Heritage School.

And where’s Heritage?
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Well, I don't know if you know what that is. It’s on the Lake Clifton campus. Lake Clifton campus was shut
down and turned into two schools. Hardest high school in the 425. And like, up there its, that's not too
out of the way, that’s kinda like something that is normal. Like, so I wasn’t too shocked to hear that. It
didn’t really throw me off track any. Cause basically it's something you see every day.

Raleek?

Personally, I wanted to know what led to that whole situation- getting to that point where a teacher and a
student had to come to actual physical violence. Because, at my school, that doesn’t happen. I went to a
Catholic school and middle school. And that doesn’t happen.

Where’'d you go to middle school?

I went to St. Bernadines Catholic School. I wasn’t used to- crazy stuff like that happening. So I really
wanted to know, how did this happen?

What do you think does happen? Why do you think that does happen? I mean what do you
think the roots of it are? I mean when I talked to teachers and students in the school system, I
mean, my grandson goes to your school, too, to Poly, and we were talking about it- to other
students and teachers about why you think it goes on in some places and not other places.
What is it that creates the anger inside of some people- of your peers, that it gets that
explosive like that in schools against teachers and even between students?

Well, we were talking about this in my school, about respect between teachers and a student. So that
could play a big role in it. If you feel as though you‘re being disrespected, well you're gonna disrespect
whoever is disrespecting you. That's kinda how it plays out now, in this generation. If you feel
disrespected now, well I'm a go disrespect whoever, if you're disrespecting me; no matter age, race,
nothing. I mean if you're disrespecting me- yeah, you’re gonna get hurt, so.

What were you gonna say, before?

Um, well disrespect does play a part in it. But personally I think that if, you know, it starts at home,
where, the parents, if they don’t discipline their child at home and don’t play their part, and just let their
kids do whatever, and the community’s just like yeah, go ahead, do what you want; then when they come
to school, and people tell them to do something, they’re not used to that. They’re not used to respecting
authority and so they say well, if you don’t want to listen to me, they lash out. Because, who are you to
tell me to do something, when my own parents don’t? See what I'm saying? They feel as though that
nobody has any authority over them and they shouldn’t listen to anybody but themselves and do what
they wanna do. And in schools you do need structure.

In schools you do need structure. Greg?

Personally, I feel as though all this, all the anger that's inside of the students, comes from the fact that
they don’t feel adequate, as far as their life is concerned. Like, a lot of students at these schools feel as
though they’re not being treated properly or other people are given more opportunities than them. And
that basically their life is just destined to fail. So when it comes down to it, what ever decisions they make
can't affect the path they're on already. And with that mind state, it's like, well, if I fight this teacher, I
can’t be any worse off that I was already gonna be, cause I was already headed for maybe jail or early
death or something like that. So, I mean, having that mind set is like, well, I'll do whatever I want to do
because the consequences can’t be any worse than what I was already headed for.

Listen, if I tried to tie the three comments you all just made, and tried to connect them, like
you were saying, Stephanie, that kind of almost a code of the street in a lot of ways today is so
much an issue of respect, if you disrespect me, then it’s you and me, however, whatever
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happens, happens. And you were talking about families and people growing up in a certain way
and, either you learn respect and discipline inside of the family or, if you don’t have it, it's hard
to transfer that into someone who didn’t have that, going to school. And you started talking
about the inner anger, Greg, that you think is in a lot of young people, of your generation. So,
lets say that all of the things that the three of you said were true. Let’s say, that’s reality, each
are different pieces of reality. So then, how do you, what do you think that means about where
we are, in a society? And as students who are really active in a society that are trying to
change things, then how do you think you go about addressing that? Both, in terms of larger
society stuff, and your peers?

Well, when dealing with our peers that’s when different peer groups like the Algebra Project come in,
where we take students and we employ them, give them money so they work. They tutor other students
in middle school or high school students from about 6™ to 12" grade. We, uh, tutor students and they stay
off the street. We're paid to do that, so that they don’t have to deal with like, being on the street and
worrying about that. They have money in their pockets and whatnot to spend on whatever. And in truth,
on the streets, money equals respect.

Money equals respect.
If you have money, I mean you're gonna be respected- not all the time, but it's- some things.

What, well really? Cause you’re shaking you head, no. Tell me why you guys are shaking your
head?

Money doesn’t equal respect, at all. Especially not where I come from. If you've got too much money, then
people are gonna wanna Kkill you. They’re not gonna respect you, they’re gonna wanna Kkill you, because
you’ve got more money than they have.

What were you gonna say, Greg?

Alright. I ain’t from no upper class neighborhood, and I know that money is not the way to respect. Where
I'm from, it's not about how much money you got, or none of that, it's more, the roots you took to get
that money.

What do you mean?

Because, if you a hussler, and there’s people hussling on this block, but this block getting a lot of money.
So, you want this block. If you go take it from them, you’ll get respect that way, and the money gonna
come, cause the block getting money. But, if you're just some random person with a whole bunch of
money, that’s just cause for you to get caught up and have people clockin’ on you. Money ain’t everything,
but, I mean, for real, money is nothing. It's all about who you are and what you’ve done. So, it’s just like
that.

Do you think that it's possible, just from what you’re all describing, do you think it’s possible
from the street side, the community side out, into the school to change those mindsets? Clearly
the three of you and other young people like you are struggling and striving to do something
different, so how does that change? I mean, in a sense it's the idea of the anger of disrespect
causing violence, and the anger of people’s conditions, as you were describing them, Greg,
causing violence and getting people angry. So how does that change? If you sat down right
down with the city and school leaders and said, here’s our ideas about how you control this
violence in our schools, how you address what'’s inside the hearts and heads of the students,
where do you start?
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You start with this, because it's not like the adults are the ones committing the crime or whatever. It's like,
alright, like today, there was a fight in the parking lot of my school. There were no adults around, there
was a whole gang of kids, and ain’t nobody stopping them.

At Poly.
At Poly. In the parking lot, and ain’t nobody stopped it. It was entertainment for them.
For the students?

Yeah. That there, that’s probably the problem, too. People who see fights take it as entertainment, and not
as an issue.

How’d the fight end?

Somebody get their head stomped in.

Yeah, yeah pretty much.

Say that again?

Somebody got their head stomped in, until people are around. I'm just tired of saying it.
And then everybody just ran.

So what do you do about that? I mean what changes that, do you think? I mean clearly, you’'ve
all got a mind that can reach out to other people who are your peers and you want to change
that, otherwise, you wouldn’t be at the Algebra Project, so what do you think it is- go ahead,
Raleek, we can go around the room,

We should talk to our peers and make them see that things like this shouldn’t be acceptable. We shouldn’t
see these things in our community as the norm. We shouldn’t say like well oh, that person is getting beat
up, this happens like every day. When you hear gun shots all the time, its just like you don’t even care
any more. It's like, oh somebody got what, whatever, thank goodness it's not me, not anybody I know, so
I really don't care. And in a way, I think that leads back to the whole community, the community and our
peers are the result. We need to stand up and take responsibility for our actions, and then we need to
change our ways so that we can hopefully make an impact on the next generation and the generation
after that, so that they’ll, you know, learn that this is not right, that we should want better for ourselves.
We shouldn’t want to be worrying about, well if I wear this color in this neighborhood, I'm gonna get shot
up, or if I do this thing or whatnot, somebody will come and kill me. We shouldn’t have to worry about
that.

I mean, there are people I know who think that some of the things in school should happen
beyond academics, like the idea that students should be taught mediation, they should be
taught ways of resolving issues without violence and that using young people is the strongest
way to do that.

That's true. My middle school had peer mediation, my elementary school had peer mediation.
Did it work?
It worked. I don't think- it wouldnt work in high schools.

Why?
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It's high school.

Well tell me why you don’t think it would work in high school.

I know so many people at my school who don't like each other. If some person was the head of the peer
mediation program and some person that they don’t like came in, they wouldn’t listen to a damn thing,
they’d just going at each other and probably end up in a fight. Most people don’t even think Poly is like
that, but that’s exactly it, it's just like any normal school, it’s just smaller.

Yeah right.

Normal?

Okay. Alright. This- zoned schools.

Oh!

Haha.

Well, it is!

I mean, that’s the way the cities, like, that’s the way adults see the way it’s like. Like, I go to a city wide
school, so obviously your behavior should be better. And, for the most part, I mean, behavior is a little bit
better, but we're still students. We're still normal teenagers, and we’re gonna react the same way. I mean,
more stuff may happen at Lake Clifton, but its because they’re only accepted from a certain area, it's their
zone, with stuff that happens in their community. While schools like Poly and City and stuff, they take
students from everywhere who had to work hard on their grades to make a certain score to get it. And
that means, most likely, those people happen to care about their grades. Not all the time, but they happen
to.

But the fight you described happened outside of Poly.

Yeah

And in Poly- but we're normal teenagers.

Yeah-

Stuff is gonna happen. People are gonna disrespect each other, and there’s gonna be- in some way, it's
gonna be resolved, whether it be by violence or by mediation.

Why is the issue of respect so important?

Uh, it’s like this, respect in the street is not really respect, as little of a term that it is. Respect in the street
is more like fear. You don’t respect this person, you scared of what they might do to you. It’s not like, I'm
gonna treat them this way, cause I got respect for them as a person, it's I'm gonna treat them this way,

so they won’t shoot me and like, get me stomped out. And like all that peer mediation- it's not gonna work
in high school, cause by that point: you're too deep in the- well, I guess you're too deep into the gang.

So do you just give up on everybody and everything-

-You don't

-by the time you’re 15 years old?
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You don’t- you can’t do that method right there. It just won't work.

So what do you think might work?

Like, for the students to really want change, they would have to be more empowered than they are now,
like, there used to be all these movements, like the children are our future and all this, that, and the third.
But now that this generation took, like, the bad world, it’s kinda like, they just gave up on all that. They're
like well we'll try it again when they have some kids. But really like, that's what the students need, like if
students felt more empowered, and children and young people felt more empowered, it would be a whole
different story, and be like, maybe these students really are here for me; maybe I don’t have to sell drugs
until I'm 40, and then catch a life sentence or something like that. Maybe I can go be a doctor or a lawyer.
You ask a lot of these people now a days and it’s like, well, you going to college? No, I need this high
school diploma, but after that, I'm just gonna try and get me a regular job or something like that; or nah,
this coke money is too good, what do I need college for? And stuff like that. Their vision isn’t a vision, it
isn't like something a kid in the county might have, like, I know I got this option, I know I got this option,
I been to this place, I been to that place; they really just- they’ve seen the city, and that’s about it. So
when they look at life, it's like, I'm gonna be stuck in the city forever. There’s nothing else for me to do-I
don’t have no options. They don’t see- oh I can go to this college, I can go to that college, I can be this,
they probably only know of about four different career choices, they probably haven’t even heard of - oh
yeah, I'm gonna go be a veterinarian. You ain’t never gonna hear that in my school. It's like, you can be
the police, you can be the teacher, or you can be some type of foot doctor.

Haha!
Foot doctor?
Yeah.

I don’t know nobody at my school who wants to be a foot doctor, or a veterinarian. Everybody at my
school wants to be an engineer, biochemist, or anesthesiologist. I think that-

You want to be a biochemist? That’s one you just said, you want to be a biochemist?

Yeah. Yes. Or an anesthesiologist. Maybe, I think, like, where you come from plays a big part in how you
end up in your life. Like me, alright. I don’t like where I come from, cause it's like, so out there, but, I
want to make something of myself so I try my hardest. And I know there are other kids out there like me
who want to be somebody, but they just don’t have the materials to do it. So, they settle for less. Or short
change themselves, as my mom would say.

As your mom would say.
Yeah.

Um, I say that, you know, people, they, they're not raised where they can believe that they can do
whatever they want to do. Like, where I came from, I was raised to believe that I can do whatever I want
to do, and I'm going to make it there. Not everybody is raised that way to believe that. I mean, people in
the city- not everybody is raised to believe that there. I just happen to be, so I worked hard, I go to Poly,
I mean, there’s a whole bunch of different options there. I mean, not everybody at my school should be
there-

-Can I make a comment?
Yeah.

Okay so, where I come from, everything was handed to me. It was.
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What do you mean by that?

It was handed to me. Like, if I wanted something, I just asked my mother; there it goes. I mean, I did
work hard for it, but it’s like it was kinda handed to be, but it kinda wasn’t, so, I can kinda understance
where you’re coming from.

And Greg, you’'re saying, well you were shaking your head no when Raleek was talking.

Yeah, there’s like no- that’s not how it was. Well like for the first half, for like, when I was younger, my
father was locked up. And when he came home, I used to hear everybody else’s parents tell him, well,
even if you mess up, it's never too late, you can always try and try again, and all that. My father never
told me that. He said if you mess up, you're just gonna be out of luck, cause it gets too late. He's like I
don’t care what your mother says. Whenever you mess up, you'll just be out of chances. And it’s like
that’ll knock your confidence all the way down, but at the same time, it’ll push you, but like, if you're not a
strong person, it could throw you. Like if you don’t have a lot of self confidence and don’t believe in
yourself, like, stuff like that will just make you give up. And like that’s what a lot of the teachers do now a
days. It's like, when you’re in school, teacher don‘t really like encourage their students no more, it's like, if
you mess up, it’s just over for you, and I'm not gonna keep helping you, because these other 500
students messed up, and I don’t care if you might be different, I gave up like four years ago.

So where did you go to middle school and elementary school?
I went to middle school Glenn Mount- elementary and middle.

And so, but- I'm very interested in your experience, and you’re shaking your head no,
Stephanie. Your experience is different about teacher encouragement?

Well the teachers at my school always encourage us to do better. It’s only a handful of the teachers that
don't like their job.

A handful of teachers that don’t like their job, where you go.
Where I go, now.
Where you go now.

Like my chemistry teacher, I don't think she likes her job, because I sit in her class every day on the
phone. And like, literally, on the phone, I'll be having like long, 45 minuet conversations, the whole class
period. And I got a 92 in her class. So, I don't think she likes her job, cause if I were the teacher, and we
were to switch places, I'd have been put me out.

You’'d have put yourself out? Well wait a minuet, let’s go back to what you said before, and
come back to this thing you said in a minuet. So what, how do you think then, that, well let’s
not talk about students, let’s talk about teachers for a minuet, you just said you were on the
phone for 45 minuets. Now when I was teaching a class, when I used to teach- well we didn’t
have cellphones, so it didn’t matter, there were other things going on besides the cell phones- I
would have snatched the cellphone and said here, this is where it's got to go, you'll get it back
later, or you can leave; I'm the teacher.

That wouldn’t work.
That would not work.

That don’t work either.
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You gotta leave what's going on in your classroom. This is, in my school we don’t play that.

But the law says you’re not supposed to have cell phones in school.

Yeah that’s the law, but how many of these students are gonna follow the law when they get home? None.
So why would they do it when they get to school?

And why- you know what make it even worse? Teachers answer their phone in the middle of class, like my
Spanish teacher. He be talking: da da da, but then his phone’ll ring. So he’ll go to his briefcase, open his
briefcase and just talk, just get on the phone. I'm like, is you serious? But he’s the best Spanish teacher,
ever.

You're learning?
I'm learning from him.

I mean- my Chemistry teacher, Mrs. Hargril, she’s an excellent teacher, she answers her phone, she just
won the um, Milken Foundation Award, for like, $25,000. She’s an excellent teacher, and I mean, if you're
gonna touch a student’s phone, that’s their property, and that’s disrespect right there. That’s just asking
for a confrontation.

So let me ask you this, then. What do you do? Now your school, Poly, is fairly disciplined, in
terms of how you have to walk down the hallway, at least, from my observations, inside. Now,
I might not see it all, so I don’t know it all, but so how do you, how do you address the problem
of discipline in schools, and violence, and destruction? What do you think should be done,
then?

I think the teachers who don’t want their job should be fired. The students who don’t want to be there
should be just sent to their zone school. Point blank. I worked too hard to get into Poly. Now, they're
letting anybody in. I worked too hard to go to school to be short changed when I get there. Cause, I
know, Poly is not what it used to be. So I think whoever don’t belong just need to leave.

-I mean, I've talked to my cousin. When she was in Poly- she graduated ‘05, the minuet somebody started
acting up back then- oh, you're acting up at poly? See ya, you're not coming back. It’s really that simple.

So you’'re talking about three years ago- we’re talking about.

Yeah, and now the people like, they don’t have it half as hard as I had getting into Poly, still failing, I know
people that failed like five or six classes and they’'re still coming back the next year. And it's like, we
worked so hard, and so what’s the point of working, now? That’s basically what they’re telling us. Why
work now, if they’re gonna let anybody pass, and anybody keep coming back? That’s basically the
message that they’re trying to give to students. You don’t have to work, just do whatever, fail, we'll let
you back. We don’t care about you’re education anymore.

Right. Two people got put out this year, and came back this year, got put out again, and I'm pretty sure
gonna be back next year, because I think our principle is a little bit too lenient.

Hm.

You see, this is where peer groups come in. They empower students to make them believe, well, you
shouldn’t be doing this, and this, and this, you should be doing that for a knowledge based economy. You
can’t just go to McDonalds and make burgers for the rest of your life, you learn. You go to a job where you
can actually learn and you can get skills that can help you get a really good paying job, or something that
you can really make a life off of: life in a nice house, have nice cars, stuff like that. I mean Algebra Project
fights for a quality education as a constitutional right. In the Maryland constitution, it says we should have
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adequate education. It went to court. It was said, Baltimore city does not have an adequate education,
yet, do you see anything being done about it? I don’t see any more money coming to our schools, I've
seen- actually I've seen the budget being cut, by about $50,000 million dollars.

-$52,000 million dollars.

It's like, okay, well what are you gonna do about this? You say you see there’s a problem, but are you
gonna fix it? And I know we have money in the rainy day fund for the city, at least, and I know the state-
we're the richest state in the United States, why don’t we have this money? Thornton alone owes us about
$1.02 billion. I don’t see it. I mean the government went and changed Thornton, so we're basically getting
nothing, now. It makes no kind of sense.

Well I'm still curious about what the three of you think about how to turn the school system
around. Let’s give a- fight for more money, the fight has to be fought and you are part of a
group that is doing the fighting. But the reality is you know, even if I want more money, I have
what’s in my pocket, and not what I want, and I can’t get it. So given what you have and the
reality that you are in, what do you do about the situation that the schools find themselves in?
I mean you’ve, you don’t find your schools as disruptive as you, Greg, find your school?

Not a chance.

Not at all.

No way near, but for the standard that our school is supposed to have and did have at one point, we're
horribly disruptive, if you compare it to the past standard that the school was held to. I mean, for their
school, our school is like nothing. That's their perfect day, almost. But for us, that's like, oh my God. Like
walking down the hallways, without your ID, they think that it’s so terrible. But if you went up to Lake
Clifton or Heritage High, and you didn't have an ID on you, oh, alright. They give us detentions for IDs.
Where you go, Poly.

They didn’t give me an ID. So they couldn’t say nothing, where’s your id? I didn’t even print me none. And
then that late detention? You might as well wrap that one up. Our school got so bad, they moved
homeroom from 1% period to 3™ period, so that all the people who come late can get on the roll-

-Get out of here.

So they can cook up the roll.

Wait a minuet, say that again. They moved homeroom?

Well, it used to be like, you come in, you get on a roll, and then class starts. But so many people wouldn’t
be there, that they moved it to 3™ period, so our attendance rate could go up.

That's madness.

So it's like, you come to school, you got to first period, you go to second period, and then there’s about,
it's 11 o’clock by then, and you go to homeroom.

Well what do you think that says to students?

That's it, that’s the whole thing. If you want a school system where people take responsibility and people
want an education, you should stop babying these kids. By the time you get to a certain age, it's either
like you want it or you don’t want it: you care or you don’t care. Stop coming to school everyday, if you're
gonna come to school and disrupt it; if you gonna not come to get your education but you’re gonna come
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to mess up somebody else’s education, because the people who want it will come to school on time every
day. They gonna get what they need to get, they gonna be on roll, do everything they need to do. If they
need help, they’re gonna stay after. But the people who don’t, they come to school so they can have
something to school every, so they don’t sit home and be bored all day.

-Greg, let me ask you this question. Do you mind if I ask you a semi personal question?
Sure.

Not too personal. So you seem like a fairly serious young man in regards to your own life. So
how does being in an environment that you describe at Heritage affect you? I mean you
describe it to be like a prison every day.

I mean, it's its own school. So it- either way, if I didn't go there, the people that I see around school, I see
them every day when I go home- there’s my neighborhood. These are the people that I grew up with. So,
they’re not gonna be able to disrupt me, cause I'm used to them; I'm with them all the time. These are
my friends you're talking about, that I grew up with and ran around with. We're still gonna be together
after we graduate. But, if you don’t want it, I was always taught that you can’t let your friends hold you
back. You can’t let what other people do hold you back. You can’t what other people think, or do, or might
say, stop you. Because in the end, it won’t be them upset cause your life is messed up. They'll just be two
people looking stupid on the corner standing around, cause they don’t even do what yall supposed to do
when yall was younger. So when it comes down to it, if you wanna play with your mens, then I'm gonna
holla at you 1 period, son.

And that’'s what you do?

That's what I do.

See, I'm the complete opposite, and I go to Poly. I make it to school on time. But by the time 1%, 2nd
period comes along, I just walk so slow. You got three minuets to get to your class. I take like, 10. And
my homeroom is on the same floor as my 1 period class.

And you don't get in trouble for that?

No. No, cause I always end up getting a pass.

What do you mean you always end up getting a pass?

Teachers like me.

Well, you do your work, and what not and you show that you’re interested in class. That’s an easy way for
teachers to like you at Poly, cause it’s like, oh, you're doing my work, you're getting a nice, good grade in
my class and what not. Or you show that you’re interested in the subject even if you're not getting a good
grade, but you're showing that you interested in that, even if you're not working hard. That shows that,
well, I think I should invest in you, and well, I mean, not make sure that they get attention so that they
can maybe go home and get more homework- that’s what people might think, just as long as that do what
they need to do. -I mean, that’s how teachers see it. As long as you seem interested in their class, and
what not, they basically love you and bend over backwards for you.

Right.
When teachers find out you’re an Algebra Project student, they love you.

Oh, you're an Algebra Project kid? They love you, cause you fight for their education. You fight for a bigger
salary for them. You fight for more support for them, so instead of their class size being 30, it might get
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cut down to 15. You fight for all the students who sit in their class and pay attention, and raise their hand
when they’ve got a question, and don’t throw paper balls and text message the whole period, you fighting
for all that; for them to get paid for that after school time when they’re doing their coach class. When
you're fighting for all that good, they love the Algebra Project student. You can show up to class a half an
hour late. Like, where you’s at? I was at the nurse. You got a pass? No.
No!
Alright.
Yeah, you alright.
Yeah, you good.

I wasn’t at school the other day. I was at an Algebra Project event. Oh that’s okay, you should have told
me.

-I would have been!

-I would have cancelled my class.

Yeah, you can turn in your project like another two days later.

Right. I get extra credit.

No problem. When you're in the Algebra Project, you get special attention.

-But it's not like we don’t work hard, anyway! I mean we still work hard, we just get extra, anyway.

So do you think it's a waste of time to develop policies and strategies to deal with disruption in
schools?

Sometimes.

It's a waste of time to develop a strategy, when you don‘t really know what’s going on. Like when you sit
12 adults in a room and they try to think about what they’re gonna do to make the schools better, but
ain’t none of them been to school since the '‘80s-

-Haha, right.

You ain’t getting nowhere. Things change, now the problems ain”t the same. Back in the '80s it wasn't,
oh, I'm not coming to school cause of this, that, and the third. It was, I'm trying to go to school. The
problems was people not people not going to school. The problem was people doing the wrong things.

I'm gonna interrupt you for a second. Teachers and people involved in schools have been in
schools everyday.

But they don’t understand.
That's right. They'll be there, but they don't really understand what really goes on.

Yeah they don’t understand.
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Like, I have a teacher who is basically blind to what goes on in his classroom. I've seen, like, paper ball
fights go on continuously and completely uninterrupted for a minuet, just like, a long time. Uninterrupted.
And people can just walk up out of class-

Wait, you said a minuet.

I mean, it'll be like 15, 30 minuets. People will be, like, walking around picking up and throwing around
chairs and what not, text messaging, eating. I mean if you want change to come on in the school, I would
think you would get the students to try to develop positive- because are they the ones trying to change
things everyday? No. They just see stuff you don't really see. They see what they wanna see.

Like, like I know for a fact that I'm not the best student, but I'm not the worst student either. And I
actually sit in my classes and I pay attention. But I get distracted by the smallest- well, my teacher might
think it's the smallest thing, but for me, it might be the biggest thing in the world; and I just sit there, and
just, just stare off into space. Like, see, my chemistry class is the perfect example. Perfect example. I do
work in her class. I got one of the highest grades in her class. But people who don’t do work almost got
the same grade as I have, and I don’t think that’s fair. Okay, I sit in your class and talk on the phone, but
I hand in my work in 10 minuets after class started. But they waiting and doing the same thing I did 10
minuets before anybody, giving it to you like a week later, and you grading them, giving them full credit. I
feel like it's- I'm being short changed.

Oh that’s another thing. Like, I got classes all day. And I got some of the best teachers, I ain’t gonna lie.
Mr. Martin, Ms Mc Kenny, there’s a couple of great teachers- my choir director, a lot of cool people. I don't
really get stuck with the bad teachers, but I've seen people with them and I've seen some bad teaching
going on. But then I just got the worst teacher in the world. I ain’t saying no names, but she teach
Foundation of Technology. I hate Foundation of Technology!

What is that?
It's supposed to be like, a computer class.
Okay.

But, it’s not that. It's like, you go in there and she tell you a story. And instead of it being like, you learn
different parts of the computer, you learn this you learn that, it’ll be like she’ll give you a quote, you type
the quote up and you type how you feel about the quote. And then, it's do a power point presentation.
Well, half the people in this class don’t got a computer at home, they don’t got no nothing and they don't
know how to do it. But if you tell her that she’s all: How you not gonna know how to do now power point
presentation? This is Foundations of Technology class. How you not gonna know- you supposed to teach it.
Well when I was coming up, we didn’t have to teach anybody anything. Our teachers just told us to do
something and left us alone because this, that, and the third. And then you get a story about how she’s
just the greatest just cause she invented a popcorn machine and then she sold popcorn.

Haha.

But, it's just like, students want a teacher who is gonna care about them and who is actually gonna cater
to what they need. Every student is not an advanced learner. And for those who are, you put them in a
position to help the other students and you help the students who need it. But when a teacher act like you
supposed to be a genius and you never supposed to ask for help- that's like the purpose of school You
come there to learn. So when they treat you like you stupid, then it's like, I don’t care no more. I don’t
care about this class. I'm gonna fail this class. I'm a do this, that, and the third. And if more teachers
showed that they cared about the students instead of just giving them a Foundation of Technology, then
yeah, our last years would be better off.
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I agree.

Well, personally, I think now a days, people aren’t actually learning anything. We're just regurgitating facts
that the teachers say- they tell us what to do and that’s it. Like, we don't really learn anything. My uh,
algebra teacher last year, right? He'd be like, now read this text book, learn how to do this, then they give
you a quiz the next day, then I'm a teach you how to do it; you see make sure you have it correct. You
know, help you with it. So that way, you actually have to learn and make your own mistakes, if it's wrong,
there’s somebody there to help you, to make sure you’re not incorrect, to make sure you know why you're
not correct, so you learn, you learn from your mistakes, you’re actually learning. You're not just
regurgitating this information, like history now a days is just like, learn this fact, go and write it down,
don’t ask why it happened or how it happened, just remember it. You don’t have to know why it
happened.

You don’t even have to know the date, just know why.
Not even really why, just that it happened.

Just that it happened, yeah. School- that goes back to what I was saying earlier. School is just like every
high school student, they sitting in a high chair, and the teacher is just feeding them. It's just giving it to
them. There’s no learning. We had a test the other day, I ain't gonna say no names or no classes- and
people got everybody in the class almost got like a 55 or worse.

Including you?

Not a chance. I never failed a test since I went to school. But, everybody in the class got like a 55 in the
test. So I watched the teacher do this. She went over the test, gave ‘em every answer. They wrote it down
on a piece of paper. Then she said, turn the paper over. Number 1. I asked the question, what's the
answer? And then it's like six answers for number 1, but you gotta know all six. So it’s like, well I know
one, two, three, four. Oh my God, what'’s five? And then she start hinting, like uhhhh and giving all these
clues. But it’s like, what's the point? How do anybody learn, if you sitting here and tell me all the answers
and then ask me the questions again. Of course I'm gonna be able to tell you right then. But it's not, I'm
gonna go home and study it, and work on it, and get it wrong and get it wrong, until I finally got it right. I
don’t know it. If you tell me the answers and then I tell them back to you, I'm not gonna know them in a
week, I didn’t learn anything. I just- got a good short term memory. But I mean, what did I really learn? If
you're not sitting there learning and really going through, going through the motions, it's done this way
because of this, and if you do it this way, this is wrong, if you do it this way, then it’s cool and you can do
it this way, too, and da da da da da. If you don’'t show somebody and teach them the answers- it's like, if I
watch you take an engine apart. And you be like this piece go here, this piece go here, this piece go here,
and this piece go here; and you show me all the parts, so I'm thinking like, yeah, I think I can do this, and
then you leave. Then somebody come in and I gotta do it by myself, I'm not gonna know how to do it. But
if you, alright do it. And you see me making the mistakes, and you like, yeah, that’s not right. You do that
like this, and you do this like this, you gotta take your time and just like show it to them. Like, I don't
know what they call it. Give me a word.

For?

For what?

For what? Nothing, go away.
Haha.

I understand what you’re saying.
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I don‘t know, cause, I'm used to more hands on work. Especially from my middle school, because, classes
on boats.
Oh well, I'm going.
Haha.
You just balled out too much.
Boats?
Haha, yeah, boats. My middle school was run by a living class room.
Oh, right, right.
James Bond.
Is that a good school?
That is a great school. Oh man.
That's what I've heard.
That was a great school.
They run a really good school.
I loved that school. So-
Can I ask you a question? Why did you love that school so much?

The atmosphere was great. Like, when I get on the bus, everybody be like, where you go to school? I be
like Crossroads.

Oh you went to Crossroads?

Yeah. I went to Crossroads. Once I got the high school it’s not too hands on. I'm not used to that. I'm
used to sitting on a classroom where, like, we did a unit about fitness. We went outside, ran up that big,
old tower, ran back down and did jumping jacks, did set up, did the projects, checked out our heart rate.
Now, if you in high school if you do that, you gotta do all these calculations to do that, it's just so boring.
That’s why- that’s why high school is boring. And then I can kinda see why people don’t come to school,
cause it's like, oh, it's the same thing we did yesterday, and nothing exciting, lecture, lecture, lecture.

And the teachers, they mostly talk at you, not with you.
Right.

Yeah, they talk at you. They say, I'm going to say this, this, and that and I hope you can remember it and
repeat it back to me the same exact way they said it. They don’t help you learn. I mean, I went to middle
school- when I was in 8" grade, I ended up taking biology, which I ended up taking my freshman year of
school, and when I was in like, first grade, they had us doing book reports like every week. Every single
you had to read this book and do this. You did it? You got a free pizza from Pizza Hut.

I know like, I got to take physics next year, 12" grade year. I mean- I took physics in 8" grade.
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Yeah I already did that.

It might be different physics, though.

No, it's the same thing.

What do you mean, it's the same thing?

I seen- I seen what they was working on. I could do it in my sleep.

I mean my 7" grade biology wasn’t the same as my 11" grade biology.

Yeah, but my 8" grade biology was the same as my- as the exact same thing as I did in 9™ grade. I sat
there, during the whole school year, basically doing nothing.

We was in competition, our freshman year.

Oh, what schools have yall been going?

We go to the elite of the elite.

This is not right! This is so unfair! Like I'm not even joking no more. At first I was thinking, alright, yall
balled up a little bit, but now I'm like no. We did this that and the third, and we was doing physics in the
8™. I went to a county school and middle school! And I still ain’t getting all that stuff that you all talking
about.

Where did you go?

Glenn Mount.

Oh you said that earlier, right. I'm sorry.

You have to find a good city school. County schools are not always the best. I know a couple students who
went to city schools-

-But you went to Crossroads and you went to Catholic school.
Uh hum. And that’s right here. That's right in the middle of the city.

Bernadines is a good school and so is Crossroads. So uh, Stephanie, Greg, and Raleek, this has
been great. And uh, I hope we can, uh, I'd love to come back and do this some more, if yall
would be up to it. This was good, it was really good meeting all of you. You were really great,
really smart.

Thank you for listening to this special production for the Center for Emerging Media. This Podcast was
produced by Jessica Philips and Justin Levy from the Center for Emerging Media, I'm Marc Steiner. Take
care.
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